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the rich, couldn't be better designed to generate an 
ever -increasing crime rate. 

THE ANARCHIST ALTERNATIVE 

It may seem hard to imagine that civilization 
could survive without government, but it once seemed 
impossible that civilization could exist without slavery. 
Human nature, contrary to what many people believe, is 
not dangerous and in need of control. 

It is sometimes argued that since man has formed 
governments throughout history, both government 
and its abuses are natural to humans. But the fact that 
people tend to rely informally on leadership does not 
make monarchies, oligarchies or even republics and 
democracies inevitable. Mostofthe preconditions of 
an anarchist society existed in the more unsettled 
areas of North America only a century ago. To solve 
their immediate problems, people decided to surren- 
der some of their freedom to a local sheriff. Only too 
late did they realize that giving up a little bit of free- 
dom is like contracting a little bit of cancer. The 
memoirs of old Western settlers are full of regrets 
for the unfettered individualism of the frontier. The 
lesson to be drawn is that freedom demands a certain 
toughness, an insistence on self-reliance and, as the 
proverb has it, eternal vigilance. 

Anarchism doesn't promise a perfect world- 
only something better that what we' ve got. The abo- 
lition of the state won't instantly transform humanity 
into a race of kindly, enlightened creatures. But we 
can rely on the probablity that, set free, people will 
pursue their interests with prudence and enough ima- 
gination to be able to envision long-run consequences. 
That could be and should be enough to make this a 
happier world. 



Libertarian Morality : The violent type of human 
being is produced by our current methods of child- 
rearing. The repressive, authoritarian, coercive 
practices currently used in many families and schools 
are necessary only to condition children to live in a 
government-run society. Libertarian, free-formfa- 
milies and schools --the open family, the Summer - 
hill-type school, the free association of men, women 
and children without authoritarian control --will not 
produce the violent, twisted types so common in to- 
day's society. The abolition of coercive law will lead 
to a society free of sexual suppression and sexist male 
domination. Without the support of force these forms 
of oppression will be unable to compete with more at- 
tractive ideas and practices. As sexual repression 
disappears, so will violent sex crimes. 

The Nonviolent Society : Even in the best of so- 
cieties it is to be expected that some persons will still 
make trouble. Murder. Rape. Pilfering. Attempts 
to defraud. How to deal with these do-badders ? Man- 
kind's tribes, clans, bands and free communes have 
developed a variety of methods for dealing with the 
person who harms others . Nonviolent approaches in - 
elude ostracism, public denunciation (especially ef- 
fective when, as with the Quakers, the culprit is wept 
over and forgiven), payments by the wrongdoer to his 
victims, persuasion, education, socialpressure, non- 
compulsory therapy, the help of friends and neighbors , 
non-collaboration and nonviolent resistance. 

In the view of some anarchists, any use of force 
is coercive, and the evils anarchists are trying to 
overcome canonlybe cor rectedby complete renuncia- 
tion of force, but others propose a range of self - 
defense methods which, the believe, are compati- 
ble with libertarian principles. One sure deterrent to 
the criminal is fear of his victim's possible retaliation. 



